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Session: Gifted Children on the Edge – At Risk and At 
Promise
Presenters: Dan Peters, Ph.D., and Susan Daniels, Ph.D., 

Summit Center for the Gifted, Talented, and Creative, 

Napa and Walnut Creek, CA

In this session, presenters Dan Peters and Susan 
Daniels, partners in a practice that focuses on the needs 
of gifted children, teamed up to examine the factors that 
place gifted children at risk for academic underachieve-

-
chologist with a special emphasis on the needs of gifted 

-
seling, and the program director of a grant aimed at iden-

To begin, the presenters looked at factors that put 

put gifted children in California at risk:

that mask their potential

Both presenters pointed out that gifted children from 
middle or upper-income families can be at risk as well as 

building upon students’ developmental assets

-
dressed the following:

Family support

– someone who listens to the child, someone who 

Neighborhood involvement -
ed that non-Caucasian cultures often do a better job 

-

Parent involvement with the school

well, can make a big difference in a child’s academic 

might not be able to participate due to circumstances 

-

events in which parents bring their children, share a 
meal with them, and then separate, with children go-

-

In early August, the Canadian city of Vancouver, British Columbia, welcomed attendees to the 18th 

World Conference on Gifted and Talented Children. According to the conference host, the World 

Council for Gifted and Talented Children, the bien-

nial conference is the largest international gather-

ing of teachers, administrators, faculty, research-

learners. Here is coverage of one of the sessions 
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World Conference on Gifted and Talented Children

Waterfront living on False Creek, Vancouver



e2
School learning environment

and strengths being supported in the school? The 

High expectations

2e children, it’s important to remember that “all too 

To counteract that negative message and to help 
these children continue to love learning, the present-

a child work on developing two areas of strength for 

What these supports all have in common, Peters and 

“It’s the social/emotional piece of the puzzle that’s cru-

The presenters went on to address additional issues 
-

dents, including:
Achievement and motivation

2e students who struggle with reading or writing 

-

Social competence.

Anxiety and depression

he believes to be the predisposition of gifted children 
-

journals, he thinks these kids are more -
less

help them with their emotional issues, according to 
Peters, is to give them an outlet for social concerns 

-

Positive identity. Peters stated, “We have to work 

kids to not see themselves as victims, even though 
-

plained that we can use the great arguing abilities 
-

late their thoughts and hear the fallacies in their own 
-

The presenters reminded the audience that small 
things can make a difference – things that can be done in 

a caring adult reading to children, or a mentor showing 

children from the negative aspects of their life and to get 
 2e
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World Conference, concluded

If you missed the conference, you also missed a vibrant Vancouver down-

town, cricket in Stanley Park, the UBC Museum of Anthropology, Gastown 

tourism, Yaletown restaurants, the amazing Granville Island Public Mar-

Garden, dim sum lunch in Chinatown, the Vancouver Art Gallery, 10,000 

competitors in the World Police and Fire Games, and lots of First Nation 

art by artists such as Susan Point.


