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World Conference on Gifted and Talented Children
In early August, the Canadian city of Vancouver, British Columbia, welcomed attendees to the 18th
World Conference on Gifted and Talented Children. According to the conference host, the World
Council for Gifted and Talented Children, the biennial conference is the largest international gathering of teachers, administrators, faculty, researchHUVDQGSDUHQWVLQWKHÀHOGRIJLIWHGDQGWDOHQWHG
learners. Here is coverage of one of the sessions
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Session: Gifted Children on the Edge – At Risk and At
Promise
Presenters: Dan Peters, Ph.D., and Susan Daniels, Ph.D.,
Summit Center for the Gifted, Talented, and Creative,
Napa and Walnut Creek, CA
In this session, presenters Dan Peters and Susan
Daniels, partners in a practice that focuses on the needs
of gifted children, teamed up to examine the factors that
place gifted children at risk for academic underachievePHQWDQGHPRWLRQDOGLIÀFXOWLHV3HWHUVLVDFOLQLFDOSV\chologist with a special emphasis on the needs of gifted
DQGWZLFHH[FHSWLRQDOFKLOGUHQDQGIDPLOLHV'DQLHOVLVDQ
DVVRFLDWHSURIHVVRURIHGXFDWLRQDOSV\FKRORJ\DQGFRXQseling, and the program director of a grant aimed at idenWLI\LQJDQGDGGUHVVLQJWKHQHHGVRIDWULVNJLIWHGVWXGHQWV
LQ&DOLIRUQLD
To begin, the presenters looked at factors that put
JLIWHGFKLOGUHQDWULVN7KURXJKKHUJUDQWUHVHDUFK'DQLHOV
IRXQGWKDWÀYHPDLQIDFWRUVRIWHQIRXQGLQFRPELQDWLRQ
put gifted children in California at risk:
x &RPLQJIURPDORZLQFRPHIDPLO\
x %HLQJFXOWXUDOO\GLVDGYDQWDJHG
x 3RVVHVVLQJOLPLWHG(QJOLVKSURÀFLHQF\
x +DYLQJSK\VLFDOHPRWLRQDORUOHDUQLQJGLVDELOLWLHV
that mask their potential
x &RPLQJIURPDG\VIXQFWLRQDOIDPLO\
Both presenters pointed out that gifted children from
middle or upper-income families can be at risk as well as
WKRVHIURPORZLQFRPHIDPLOLHV7ZRRIWKHÀYHIDFWRUV
GLVDELOLWLHVDQGG\VIXQFWLRQDOIDPLOLHVFDQWDNHDWROORQ
JLIWHGFKLOGUHQIURPDOOHFRQRPLFOHYHOV
H1HZVOHWWHU6HSWHPEHU2FWREHU

7KHZD\WRFRXQWHUDFWULVNIDFWRUVLQJLIWHGFKLOGUHQ
²DQGDOOFKLOGUHQ²LVWRERRVWWKHLUUHVLOLHQF\5HVLOLHQF\
WKHSUHVHQWHUVH[SODLQHGLV´GHYHORSHGE\LGHQWLI\LQJDQG
building upon students’ developmental assetsµ7KHUHVW
RIWKHSUHVHQWDWLRQDLPHGDWLGHQWLI\LQJGLIIHUHQWW\SHVRI
GHYHORSPHQWDODVVHWVDQGZD\VWRVWUHQJWKHQWKHPDGdressed the following:
x Family support3HWHUVFDOOHGIDPLO\VXSSRUWD´NH\
LQJUHGLHQWµRIEXLOGLQJUHVLOLHQF\LQDFKLOG´7KHVH
NLGVUHDOO\QHHGDFRQQHFWLRQZLWKDFDULQJDGXOW
– someone who listens to the child, someone who
XQGHUVWDQGVWKHFKLOGµKHVDLG
x Neighborhood involvement7KHSUHVHQWHUVFRPPHQWed that non-Caucasian cultures often do a better job
RISURYLGLQJWKLVW\SHRIHQYLURQPHQWIRUWKHLUFKLOGUHQ
3URYLGLQJFKLOGUHQZLWKDVHQVHRIFRPPXQLW\WKHSUHVHQWHUVQRWHGFDQKDYH´DKXJHSRVLWLYHLPSDFWµ
x Parent involvement with the school7KLVIDFWRUDV
well, can make a big difference in a child’s academic
VXFFHVV+RZHYHU3HWHUVSRLQWHGRXWLW·VLPSRUWDQWWR
UHPHPEHUWKDW´ZKHQSDUHQWVDUHVWUXJJOLQJWKH\·UH
RYHUZKHOPHGZLWKVXUYLYDO,WPD\QRWEHWKDWWKH\·UH
XQLQWHUHVWHGLQZKDW·VKDSSHQLQJDWVFKRROWKH\MXVW
might not be able to participate due to circumstances
LQWKHLUOLYHVµ


'DQLHOVVKDUHGDQHIIHFWLYHZD\RIJHWWLQJSDUHQWV
WRSDUWLFLSDWHLQVFKRROSURJUDPVRUHYHQWV²E\RIIHULQJIRRGDWVFKRRO6KHGHVFULEHGVXFFHVVIXOVFKRRO
events in which parents bring their children, share a
meal with them, and then separate, with children goLQJWRWDNHSDUWLQDVXSHUYLVHGDFWLYLW\ZKLOHSDUHQWVWDNHSDUWLQWKHVFKHGXOHGSURJUDP
ZZZH1HZVOHWWHUFRP
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World Conference, concluded
x

School learning environment$UHDFKLOG·VWDOHQWV
and strengths being supported in the school? The
DQVZHUWRWKLVTXHVWLRQWKH\H[SODLQHGFDQPHDQWKH
GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ´VDYLQJDNLGRUORVLQJDNLGµ
x High expectations,W·VLPSRUWDQWWRVHWWKHEDUKLJK
IRURXUJLIWHGFKLOGUHQ²´ULJKWDERYHWKHLUÀQJHUWLSVµ
DVWKHSUHVHQWHUVVWDWHG+RZHYHUZKHQGHDOLQJZLWK
2e children, it’s important to remember that “all too
RIWHQWKHVHNLGVKDYHRQO\KHDUGDERXWWKHLUGHÀFLWVµ
To counteract that negative message and to help
these children continue to love learning, the presentHUVUHFRPPHQGHGXVLQJDQDSSURDFKWKH\GHVFULEHG
DV´WZRVWUHQJWKVDQGDVWUHWFKµ,WLQYROYHVKHOSLQJ
a child work on developing two areas of strength for
HYHU\RQHDUHDRIFKDOOHQJH
What these supports all have in common, Peters and
'DQLHOVSRLQWHGRXWLVWKDWWKH\DGGUHVVUHODWLRQVKLSV
“It’s the social/emotional piece of the puzzle that’s cruFLDOµWKH\QRWHG
The presenters went on to address additional issues
FRQFHUQLQJJLIWHGDQGHVSHFLDOO\WZLFHH[FHSWLRQDOVWXdents, including:
x Achievement and motivation+RPHZRUNVKRXOGEH
PHDQLQJIXOWKH\H[SODLQHGDQGSURMHFWVVKRXOGEH
RILQWHUHVWWRWKHVWXGHQWV7KHVHFKLOGUHQQHHGWREH
DEOHWRPDNHFKRLFHVDQGKDYHRSWLRQV)RUH[DPSOH
2e students who struggle with reading or writing
VKRXOGEHDOORZHGWRVKRZZKDWWKH\KDYHOHDUQHG
LQSKRWRGRFXPHQWDU\IRUPZKLFKFDQVHUYH´DVD
EULGJHWRRWKHUOLWHUDF\GHYHORSPHQWµ*LYHQVXFKÁH[LELOLW\WKHVHVWXGHQWVZLOOEHPRUHZLOOLQJWRGRWKH
´OHVVIXQµWKLQJVUHTXLUHGRIWKHP
x Social competence.7KHSUHVHQWHUVVXJJHVWHGZD\V
WRKHOSNLGVEXLOGWKHLUVRFLDOFRPSHWHQFH2QHLVWR
WHDFKSHDFHIXOFRQÁLFWUHVROXWLRQ$QRWKHULVWRXVH
VLPXODWLRQVWKDWUHÁHFWWKHUHDOZRUOGVXFKDVPRFN
MRELQWHUYLHZV

x

Anxiety and depression3HWHUVFRPPHQWHGRQZKDW
he believes to be the predisposition of gifted children
WRZDUGDQ[LHW\DQGGHSUHVVLRQ&RQWUDU\WRWKHDUWLFOHVWKDWKHVD\VKHKDVEHHQVHHLQJLQSURIHVVLRQDO
journals, he thinks these kids are moreOLNHO\WRH[SHULHQFHDQ[LHW\DQGGHSUHVVLRQQRWless2QHZD\WR
help them with their emotional issues, according to
Peters, is to give them an outlet for social concerns
E\SXWWLQJWKHPLQVLWXDWLRQVZKHUHWKH\FDQZRUNWRJHWKHUZLWKRWKHUVWRZDUGDFRPPRQJRDO:KHQNLGV
VHHWKDWWKH\FDQKDYHDSRVLWLYHLPSDFWWKH\FDQ
LQWHUQDOL]HWKDWVXFFHVV
x Positive identity. Peters stated, “We have to work
PXFKKDUGHUZLWKRXUHDQGVRFLDOO\GLVDGYDQWDJHG
JLIWHGNLGVWRKHOSWKHPEXLOGDSRVLWLYHLGHQWLW\µ:H
FDQGRWKDWKHH[SODLQHGLQDQ\VLWXDWLRQVFKRRO
KRPHFDPSHWF2XUJRDOVKRXOGEHWRWHDFKWKHP
WKDWWKH\KDYHFRQWUROLQWKHLUOLYHV:HZDQWWKHVH
kids to not see themselves as victims, even though
WKH\PD\EHLQDYLFWLPL]LQJVLWXDWLRQ3HWHUVH[plained that we can use the great arguing abilities
WKDWJLIWHGFKLOGUHQRIWHQGLVSOD\WRJHWWKHPWRDUWLFXlate their thoughts and hear the fallacies in their own
DUJXPHQWV)RUH[DPSOHZKHQDFKLOGPDNHVQHJDWLYHFRPPHQWVDERXWKLVRUKHUDELOLWLHVZHFDQVD\
´,KHDUZKDW\RXVD\EXW,GRQ·WEHOLHYHLW3URYHLWWR
PHWKDW\RX·UHQRWµ
The presenters reminded the audience that small
things can make a difference – things that can be done in
DYHU\VKRUWWLPHVXFKDVIDPLOLHVKDYLQJGLQQHUWRJHWKHU
a caring adult reading to children, or a mentor showing
LQWHUHVWLQDFKLOG·VVWUHQJWKV7KHVHFDQDOOKHOSWREXIIHU
children from the negative aspects of their life and to get
WKHPIRFXVHGRQWKHLUVWUHQJWKV 2e

If you missed the conference, you also missed a vibrant Vancouver downtown, cricket in Stanley Park, the UBC Museum of Anthropology, Gastown
tourism, Yaletown restaurants, the amazing Granville Island Public MarNHWÀUHZRUNVRYHU(QJOLVK%D\WKHPDJQLÀFHQW'U6XQ<DW6HQ&KLQHVH
Garden, dim sum lunch in Chinatown, the Vancouver Art Gallery, 10,000
competitors in the World Police and Fire Games, and lots of First Nation
art by artists such as Susan Point.
H1HZVOHWWHU6HSWHPEHU2FWREHU
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